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CONDITIONS FOR SELECTION OF GOLF TEAMS
TO REPRESENT ISRAEL AT THE 18th MACCABI GAMES
13th to 23rd  JULY 2008.

THE GOLF TEAMS TO BE CHOSEN ARE AS FOLLOWS:

1. MEN’S TOURNAMENT – 72 HOLES

The Men’s team may consist of a maximum of 8 players and a minimum of 4 players. 

Maximum handicap – 9

2. LADIES TOURNAMENT – 54 HOLES 

The Ladies team may consist of a maximum of 5 players and a minimum of 3 players. 

Maximum handicap – 14

3. MEN MASTERS TOURNAMENT – 72 HOLES

The Men Masters (Men 50yrs) team may consist of a maximum of 5 players and a minimum of 3 players. 
The age is determined by the calendar year and not date of birth so that any golfer who reaches the age of 49 before December 31 2008 is eligible to compete. (Decision of the ISC of Maccabi)
Maximum handicap – 12
4. LADIES SENIORS TOURNAMENT – 54 HOLES

The Ladies Seniors (Ladies Seniors 50yrs) team may consist of a maximum of 5 players and a minimum of 3 players.
 The age is determined by the calendar year and not date of birth so that any golfer who reaches the age of 49 before December 31 2008 is eligible to compete. (Decision of the ISC of Maccabi)
Maximum handicap – 19
5. JUNIOR TOURNAMENT – 72 HOLES

Each junior team may consist of a maximum of 5 players (born 1991/92/93/94) and a minimum of 3 players.

Maximum handicap – 12

6. ISRAELI “B” TEAMS:                                                                                                                 THE GOLF REGULATIONS FOR THE 18th MACCABI GAMES (WRITTEN BY THE INTERNATIONAL SPORTS COUNCIL – ISC - OF MACCABI) ALLOW FOR ISRAEL TO ENTER TWO (2) TEAMS.                                                                                                                  PLAYERS IN THE ISRAELI “B” TEAM MAY COMPETE IN THE INDIVIDUAL EVENT ONLY.

Men - 4 players; Ladies - 3 players; Men Masters – 3 players: Ladies Seniors – 3 players and Juniors – 3 players.

ISRAEL WILL NOT BE SELECTING RESERVE PLAYERS.

The MAXIMUM number of players to be selected to represent Israel at the 18th Maccabi Games tournament will therefore be;

MEN – 12; LADIES – 8; MEN MASTERS – 8; LADIES SENIORS – 8; JUNIORS - 8

CONDITIONS:

1. ALL CANDIDATES MUST BE CITIZENS OF THE STATE OF ISRAEL.

2. AMATEUR GOLFERS MUST BE FULLY PAID UP MEMBERS OF THE ISRAEL GOLF FEDERATION AND COMPLY IN ALL RESPECTS TO THE RULES OF AMATEUR STATUS AS LAID DOWN IN THE RULES OF GOLF BY THE ROYAL & ANCIENT GOLF CLUB OF ST. ANDREWS EFFECTIVE 1st JANUARY 2008. 

3. PROFESSIONAL GOLFERS MUST BE FULLY PAID UP MEMBERS OF THE ISRAEL PROFESSIONAL GOLFERS ASSOCIATION.
4. The competition in it’s entirety will be played in accordance with the Rules of Golf as approved by The Royal and Ancient Golf Club of St. Andrews and with the local rules as approved by the Tournament Committee of each of the Golf Clubs. 
5. THE SELECTION PROCESS WILL BEGIN ON 24th NOVEMBER 2008 AND WILL BE OPEN (AT THE DISCRETION OF THE SELECTION COMMITTEE) TO GOLFERS WHOSE HANDICAPS (IGF) ARE AT ANY TIME DURING THE TRIAL PERIOD, INCLUDING THE FINAL ROUND, AS LAID DOWN BELOW
Men – 9; Ladies – 14; Men Masters – 12; Ladies seniors – 19; Juniors – 12.
CANDIDATES MUST SPECIFY IN WHICH SECTION THEY WISH TO PARTICIPATE PRIOR TO THE START OF THE ISRAEL OPEN ON 24th NOVEMBER 2008.

6. THE SELECTION PROCESS WILL BE BASED ON A POINTS SYSTEM WHEREBY POINTS WILL BE AWARDED FOR POSITION AS WELL AS FOR SCORES POSTED DURING THE ISRAEL OPEN 2008 AND THE TRIAL ROUNDS OF GOLF TO BE ORGANISED STARTING 1st JANUARY 2009 AND CONTINUING THROUGH TO 30th APRIL 2009 AT THE LATEST. 

7. EXACT DATES FOR THE TRIAL ROUNDS WILL BE PUBLISHED NO LATER THAT 31st DECEMBER 2008 AND CIRCULATED TO ALL POTENTIAL CANDIDATES.

8. EXCEPTIONS:                                                                                                                     

A. There are some Israeli golfers, citizens of Israel, who live and work or study abroad and these people should be considered as candidates and are eligible for selection to the teams but only under very clear conditions.

                   These candidates will be notified in good time and before the 24th November 2008 as to the selection process. Any of these candidates who are unable to participate in the Israel Open 2008 or any of the trial rounds as stipulated above must conform to the following special conditions;

· At least 4 or more scorecards of 18 holes each, from OFFICIAL competitive rounds of golf played abroad, MUST be submitted to the selection committee during the period from 1st December 2008 through to 28th February 2009.

· Official competitive rounds of golf to be considered MUST be ratified by the selection committee and only when at least one months notice has been given as to the name, venue and dates of the specific competition as well as the contact details of the official tournament committee.

· The scorecards, including official and signed handicap certificates MUST be sent to the selection committee as soon as possible following the completion of the tournament and must be signed and verified by tournament director or published on the website of tournaments.

· Scorecards from social and friendly rounds of golf will NOT be accepted.
· The scores of these candidates will be assessed by the selection committee and should any one of these individuals be eligible for selection he/she will be informed no later than 1st March 2009 and will be expected to make appropriate arrangements to be In Israel to compete in the final trial round, which will be played no later than 30th April 2009.
B. 
· Golfers who are eligible by handicap or age to compete in the trial events, but who for any reason including ill health, are not able to participate in the Israel Amateur Open Championships 2008, MUST inform the selection committee of this before the start of the Israel Open on 24th November 2008 and these Golfers will be given the opportunity to participate in the trial events beginning January 2009. 
· If a golfer is unable to participate due to illness he/she must present a medical certificate.
IN THESE CASES THE GOLFERS SHOULD BE AWARE THAT THE POINTS DISTRIBUTION FOR THE ISRAEL OPEN IS MUCH HIGHER THAN THAT OF THE TRIAL ROUNDS

THE LISTS OF ALL CANDIDATES FOR THE TRIAL ROUNDS IN ALL SECTIONS WILL BE ANNOUNCED NO LATER THAN 25th DECEMBER 2008 AND THE TRIAL ROUNDS WILL BEGIN IN JANUARY 2009

9. EACH TRIAL ROUND WILL HAVE THE FOLLOWING POINTS DISTRIBUTION:

ISRAEL AMATEUR OPEN CHAMPIONSHIPS 2008 
	נקודות
Points
	מקום
Position

	1500
	1

	900
	2

	 600
	3

	450
	4

	390
	5

	330
	6

	270
	7

	240
	8

	210
	9

	180
	10

	150
	11

	120
	12

	90
	13

	60
	14

	45
	15

	30
	16

	נקודות בונוס
Bonus Points
	תוצאה ברוטו

Gross Score

	200
	64

	150
	65

	120
	66

	100
	67

	90
	68

	80
	69

	70
	70

	60
	71

	50
	72


	40
	73

	30
	74

	20
	75

	10
	76


TRIAL ROUNDS:
	נקודות

Points
	מקום
Position

	500
	1

	300
	2

	 200
	3

	150
	4

	130
	5

	110
	6

	90
	7

	80
	8

	70
	9

	60
	10

	50
	11

	40
	12

	30
	13

	20
	14

	15
	15

	10
	16

	נקודות בונוס
Bonus Points
	תוצאה ברוטו

Gross Score

	200
	64

	150
	65

	120
	66

	100
	67

	90
	68

	80
	69

	70
	70

	60
	71

	50
	72

	40
	73

	30
	74

	20
	75

	10
	76


10. All trial rounds will be played at the Gaash Golf Club and will, if possible, be moved over to Caesarea Golf Club as soon as the new course is playable.

11. It is the intention of the Selection Committee to move the trial rounds to the Caesarea Golf Club once the new course is open for play, if this is possible. At that time the point's distribution table will be adjusted according to the course rating and par rating of the new course. The points awarded for position and score, at Caesarea Golf Course, will hold more value than those at Gaash Golf Course.

12. Elimination of Candidates:  ALL SECTIONS EXCEPT FOR MEN 72 HOLES
1st elimination:

Following the completion of the Israel Open 2008 a squad of players will be chosen in each of the sections Ladies, Men Masters, Ladies Seniors and Juniors.

The squads will be nominated on the following basis:

In the Ladies section the top 12 players with the most points will continue to compete.

In the Men’s Masters section the top 16 players with the most points will continue to compete. 

In the Ladies Seniors section the top 12 players with the most points will continue to compete.

In the juniors section the top 14 players with the most points will continue to compete.
2nd elimination:

Following 3 (three) trial rounds to be played between 1st January to 28th February 2009 there will be a further elimination on the following basis:

· In the Ladies, Men’s Master's, Ladies Seniors and Juniors sections the top 8 (eight) players with the most points will be will continue automatically to be part of the squad for a final round.

· These players will be joined in the final round by a group of players (maximum 4 in each section)  nominated by the selection committee from players who live and/or study abroad or any other candidates that the selection committee feels are eligible.

· Golfers from abroad who are nominated as potential candidates by the selection committee must be present to compete in the final round and their nomination should not be an assumption of automatic selection to any of the golf teams.

FINAL TRIAL COMPETITION: 

The 18th Maccabiah Basic Regulations require that teams be named no later than 30th April 2009. The intention is to hold ONE final trial of 36 holes over the Caesarea Golf Club course in advance of that date (possibly in late March 2009) at a time which requires to be coordinated with the Caesarea management. The 8 automatic choices plus 4 selection committee choices will compete for the final make up of the teams - 5 players in the "A" team and 3 players in the "B" team.

13. MEN'S SECTION:

The selection process for the Men's Team will be based on the following plan;

· Any amateur or professional golfer with an IGF handicap 0-9 is eligible to participate in the trials for selection of this team.

· Throughout the trial period, which begins with the Israel Open and until 28th February 2009, points will be awarded for position and score on exactly the same basis as in the points tables – paragraphs #7, 8 and 9 above.

· In the Men's section the top 8 (eight) players with the most points on 28th February 2009 will continue automatically to be part of the squad for a final round.

· These players will be joined in the final round by a group of players (maximum 4) nominated by the selection committee from players who live and/or study abroad or any other candidates that the selection committee feels are eligible.

· Golfers from abroad who are nominated as potential candidates by the selection committee must be present to compete in the final round and their nomination should not be an assumption of automatic selection to any of the golf teams.

FINAL TRIAL COMPETITION: 

The 18th Maccabiah Basic Regulations require that teams be named no later than 30th April 2009. The intention is to hold ONE final trial of 36 holes over the Caesarea Golf Club course in advance of that date (possibly in late March 2009) at a time which requires to be coordinated with the Caesarea management. The 8 automatic choices plus 4 selection committee choices will compete for the final make up of the teams - 8 players in the "A" team and 4 players in the "B" team.

THE FINAL OFFICIAL NATIONAL TEAMS (“A” AND “B” TEAMS) WILL BE ANNOUNCED BEFORE 30TH APRIL 2009 AND ALL DECISIONS OF THE SELECTION COMMITTEE AS TO THE MAKE UP OF THE TEAMS WILL BE FINAL AND BINDING.
14. The trial rounds of golf in each section will be organized in such a way that players in the same section will all play on the same day and starting times all within the same time range.           Starting times as published will be final and not subject to change.
15. The competition is STROKE PLAY - Gross scores ONLY to count.

16. Players and their caddies MUST walk at all times during a stipulated round and the transportation of golf equipment on golf cars is prohibited.                                                  Golf Cars will be permitted only on production of a medical certificate.                              Once the trial rounds move to Caesarea Golf Club golf cars will be permitted for golfers in the trials for Men Masters and Ladies seniors ONLY.                                                                                        The use of electric power trolleys is permitted for all participants at any time and at either of the golf courses. 
17. Players may use caddies but professional golfers are not permitted to act as caddies for amateur golfers.

18. Driving Clubs: The driver used by competitors must have a club head, identified by model and loft that is named on the current list of conforming driver heads as issued by the R&A Rules Ltd. 

19. The specimen conditions in the Rules of Golf are in effect as regards Conforming Golf   Balls (see page 134) and Time of Starting (see pages 135& 136)

20. A competitor shall not knowingly make use of any drug to enhance his/her performance. Should a competitor show good clinical evidence of use of a drug for a non-therapeutic purpose, the committee may require him/her to undergo a drug test. Any competitor infringing this condition may be disqualified. Competitors who are on medication and in doubt as to their clinical status should seek advice from the Championship Office.                                                  

21. THE USE OF MOBILE TELEPHONES WHILE ON THE GOLF COURSE BY PLAYERS OR THEIR CADDIES IS ABSOLUTELY PROHIBITED UNLESS UNDER EXCEPTIONAL CIRCUMSTANCES. Breach of this condition will result in disqualification.

22. PLAYERS MUST NOT USE DISTANCE MEASURING DEVICES. Breach of this condition will result in disqualification.

23. THE SELECTION COMMITTEE RESERVES THE RIGHT TO FIX AND/OR ALTER THE CONDITIONS AND ALL DECISIONS OF THE SELECTION COMMITTEE ARE FINAL.
SELECTION COMMITTEE:

CHAIRMAN AND RULES OFFICIAL…………………………………… Michael Ossip.

COMMITTEE…………Gil Bianco, Avi Dagan
[image: image1.jpg]